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Why Missions? 

Why Missions 

   Thank you so much for 
taking the time to look into 
the amazing world of mis-
sions! Often this topic can 
be both foreign and con-
fusing to Christians, so this 
booklet is designed to pre-
sent some basic information 
in a clean and simple for-
mat in order to engage 
readers. The information 
you hold in your hands right 
now has been compiled from 
many sources around the 
world. We have also lived 
and experienced these 
truths, not just read about 
them, so we hope and pray 
that all the exciting and 
challenging material here 
will be both as prudent and 
pertinent for you as it has 
for us. So without further 
adieu, let’s dive into this 
world together… 
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Why Missions? 

Biblical Reasons 

   Did you know there are over 150 
passages in the Bible that talk 
about the concept of missions? From 
cover to cover, the Bible points to 
world evangelization. I encourage 
you to take the time to read just a 
few amazing examples before going 
any further. 

 
 Genesis 12:1-3 (Call of Abraham) 
 Exodus 9:16 (Why God spared Egypt) 
 Deut. 28:10 (Israel’s purpose) 
 Jos. 4:24 (why the Jordan parted) 
 1 Ki. 8:43 (purpose of the temple) 
 Isa. 52:10 (prophecy of salvation) 
 (The entire Book of Jonah) 
 Malachi 1:11 (prophecy over nations) 
 Mat. 28:19 (great commission) 
 Acts 1:8 (the ends of the earth) 
 Romans 16:25-26 (God known to all) 
 2 Corinthians 10:14-16 (Paul’s purpose) 
 Gal. 3:13-14 (Christ died for all) 
 2 Peter 3:9 (God’s patience) 
 Rev. 5:9 (all nations in heaven) 

 
    

Why Missions? 

“The Bible isn’t 
the basis for 

missions; Missions 
is the basis 

for the Bible.” 
 

- Dr. Ralph Winte
r, Missiologist 

   We see from these passages that 
not only is missions a biblical princi-
ple, it’s a biblical mandate! We can-
not be a Christian without also being 
involved in missions– the terms are 
synonymous. Why? Because “Christian” 
means “little Christ” and Christ him-
self was a missionary. 
   Of course Christ was a missionary 
in the truest sense of the word: 
He was sent from the Father with 
a very clear mission. But we must 
realize that The Father was Christ's 
example Just as Christ is ours- for 
scripture teaches Jesus was in per-
fect submission to the Father. God is 
our example as He didn’t just send a 
messenger, He was the messenger.  
 
 John 1:14 (word became flesh) 
 John 14:10 (The Father in Christ) 
 Philippians 2:3-11 (Christ’s mission) 
 
   Now we begin to see that missions 
isn’t just a thing we as Christians 
are commanded to do, it is actually 
a part of who God is– a characteris-
tic of His very nature. To be ‘born 
again’ is to invite that nature into 
ourselves and to cultivate it so 
that it replaces our own selfish 
nature. As Paul said, “It is no long-
er I who live, but Christ in me…” 



Why Missions? 

Practical Reasons 

   Most Christians do not realize 
the enormous responsibility that 
comes along with accepting Christ 
and few Western Christians realize 
that they bear even more responsi-
bility than most. Jesus said in Luke 
12:48, “To whom much is given, much is 
required.” Let me put this verse in-
to perspective: According to the 
most recent data available, if you 
make $10,000 USD per year or more, 
you are in the top 8% of the 
wealthiest people in the world. 
Think about that fact for a mo-
ment. The average income in the 
world today is just under $5,000 USD 
per year. Nearly half the world’s 
population lives on less than $1,000 a 
year. But finances is just one as-
pect of our wealth. We have un-
precedented access to information, 
education, transportation and tools 
that most people in the world do 
not. Therefore God expects you to 
be a good steward of this incredi-
ble amount of wealth and re-
sources and to use it for His king-
dom. Missions is not an occupation, but 
a mindset and a mindset that every 
Christian should have. The world is 
waiting to hear the good news of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ– are we 
answering that call? The sobering 
reality is that as Christians our lives 
are to be defined by our love and 
yet so often we are callous to-
ward the spiritual and physical  

Why Missions? 

“I thought it re
asonable that I

 

should seek the
 work where th

e 

work was the m
ost abundant an

d 

the workers fe
west.” 

- James Gilmour
, Missionary to M

ongolia 

Needs of others. Most Christians 
struggle with dying to self and 
putting others first and the fur-
ther away from “self” your giving 
becomes, often the smaller the 
amount. We can see this in action 
statistically: While every single 
Christian will spend money on them-
selves this year, only 1 in 5 will 
give any money to his or her local 
church. The average gift this gen-
erous minority will give is 2.5% of 
their income. Then 98% of that 2.5% 
will stay in their local church, 
while only 2% of it will be given 
outside the church to missions.  
   But there’s more to missions than 
money. Sending people is even bet-
ter than sending money (though to 
send people will require money). 
But surprisingly, though it is a bibli-
cal mandate, only 0.02% of Chris-
tians are involved in missions. That’s 1 
person for every 5,000 that call 
themselves a follower of Christ. 
Truly “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few…” -Mat 9:37 

Christian resource allocation: 

If the ratio of Christian workers to 
total population in N. Africa were ap-
plied to N. America, there would only 
be 120 full-time workers and 7 small 
churches in the entire continent. 



Why Missions? 
   Living in countries like America, it 
can be difficult to grasp the reali-
ty that a large portion of the 
world has never heard the Gospel 
message. We just assume that people 
in India are Hindu for the same 
reasons some Americans are athe-
ists– it’s their choice. With this as-
sumption in mind, many Christians have 
bought in to the politically correct 
philosophy that to “push” our beliefs 
on them would be insensitive and 
wrong.  
   The truth is however that over 
half the world’s people groups have 
never even heard the name 
“Jesus”, let alone know who He was 
or what He did. They have never 
even been presented with the op-
tion to choose Christ over their 
false gods. Scripture clearly out-
lines that it is a Christian’s job to 
present the truth of Jesus Christ 
and the choice of  salvation to 
every “people group” (translated as 
“nation” in most bibles, the Greek 
word is “ethne”, which means “people 
group” and is where we get our 
English word “ethnic” from). God’s 
heart is for the nations and He will 
not return until all the nations 
have been reached with the Gospel 
(see Mat 24:14 and Mark 13:10)! We see 
the fulfillment of these state-
ments in Rev 7:9, so we know it will 
happen, the question is, are we 
helping or hindering that prophecy? 

“The Gospel is o
nly good news 

if it gets there
 in time.”  

- Carl F.H. Henr
y, Theologian 

 Over 24,000 people groups have 
been identified in the world 

 Around 13,000 of them have not 
been reached with the Gospel 

 95% of these unreached peoples 
live in the “10/40 Window” which 
consists of N. Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia 

 Only 4% of missionaries are sent 
to this region 

 Less than 1% of the money given 
to missions goes to this region 

 
   There is much work to be done! 
There are regions of the world 
that are desperate for the Word 
of God and we aren’t going. The 
neediest parts of the world are 
getting the least amount of our 
attention and support. do not look 
at this as failure, but as an enor-
mous opportunity for you to make a 
huge impact for the kingdom of God.  
This is an Isaiah 6:8 situation- God is 
calling, will you respond? 

A World of Need: 

Spiritual Reasons 
Why Missions? 
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   God is on the move. At times we 
get so focused on our circumstanc-
es that we often don’t see the big 
picture. Christianity is in serious de-
cline in Europe and even America, 
but these are the exceptions to 
the general trend. Around the 
world, people are coming to Christ 
in staggering numbers and in na-
tions that you would not expect. The 
recent growth explosion in these 
countries caused a historic shift in 
Christianity within the last decade: 
For the first time since the early 
church era, there are now more 
non-western than there are west-
ern Christians.  
   Though Christianity has certainly 
picked up momentum in the last cen-
tury, the truth is that God has been 
building His church since day one. 
Since the twelve disciples were 
sent out of Jerusalem the kingdom 
of God has been increasing at a 
staggering rate as the good news 
of Jesus Christ fills the earth. We 
live in exciting times as this task 
could very possibly be completed in 
our lifetimes! Is the church today 
up to the task or will we be dis-
tracted by other pursuits and ambi-
tions? We are so close to the finish 
line– we must press forward, no 
matter what the cost! Take a look 
at the statistics to the right and 
ask yourself, “how can I contribute 
to the progress of the kingdom?” 

“The spirit of Ch
rist is the spirit 

of 

missions. The nea
rer we get to 

Him, 

the more intens
ely missionary w

e 

become.”  

- Henry Martyn
, Missionary to I

ndia 

Percentage of world population who 
claimed Christianity: 
 
100 AD:  1/360  (0.3%)  
1000 AD:  1/220  (0.5%)  
1500 AD:  1/69  (1.5%) 
1900 AD:  1/27  (3.7%) 
1950:  1/21  (4.8%) 
1980:  1/11 (9.1%) 
1989:  1/7 (14.3%) 
1995:  1/5 (20%) 
2003:  1/3 (33.3%) 
2011:  1/3 (33.3%)  !!! 
 
   As you can see, More people 
have come to Christ in the last 50 
years than in the previous 1,950 com-
bined! Acts 2:17 says, “And it shall be 
in the last days,” God says, “That I 
will pour forth of My Spirit on all 
mankind…” I believe these numbers 
paint a pretty compelling picture 
of this passage and promise. However  
the church has recently lost its 
focus and growth has nearly flat 
lined since 2000. We need Christians 
to take up the call once again! 

A Story By Numbers 

The Advancing Kingdom 
What is Missions? 
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   The church culture today is quite 
oblivious to even the concept of 
missions, let alone fully involved– 
but that is not how the early 
church started out. Reading the New 
Testament paints a very clear pic-
ture of the church being actively 
involved in the great commission by 
sending, supporting and sacrificing 
for missions. We read Paul’s letters 
for their theological teaching and 
often forget that they were just 
as much support letters reporting 
back to the churches from the 
front lines of the mission field. 
   In his article “The Two Struc-
tures of God’s Redemptive Mission” 
Dr. Ralph Winter shows how through-
out history the local church and 
mission bands or organizations have 
worked hand-in-hand in a symbiotic 
relationship. Though they are two 
separate entities and structures, it 
is only by working together that 
the body of Christ (aka “the 
church”) can accomplish the will of 
God.  How these two structures 
work together is the question we 
need to answer. 
   For simplicity’s sake, let’s call 
churches “the local church” and 
call mission organizations “the mo-
bile church”. Now the local church 
is enormous– it comprises about 99.98% 
of the entire body of Christ while 
the mobile church makes up only 

“The mark of a 
great church is

 

not its seating c
apacity, but its 

sending capacity
.”  

- Mike Stachura,
 Operation Mobil

ization 

Around 0.02%. This ratio alone should 
cause some alarm, but neverthe-
less, these are the facts today. 
How these two structures benefit 
each other is quite simple- Each 
contribute prayer, people and re-
sources to the other. This mutually 
beneficial relationship should look 
something like this: 

Harmony of the Church: 

NO YES 

Local Church Contribution  
Prayer: For the workers 
  For the harvest 
People: short and long term  
  Pastoral care 
Resources: Finances 
 
Mobile Church Contribution  
Prayer: For growth & maturity 
People: Fruit of the harvest 
  Apostolic influence 
Resources: Experience 
 
   If these two structures func-
tion as they were meant to, the 
kingdom advances. If they do not, 
then we lose ground to the enemy. 

The Role of the Church 
What is Missions? 
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   The church is not a building- we 
are the church! Our actions influ-
ence the body as a whole– for 
better or for worse. We as individu-
als are called to send forth the 
gospel- there is no need to wait 
for programs and organizations to 
be formed. We can be involved in 
world missions in a variety of dif-
ferent ways right now– we can go, 
we can send and we can support.  
   Most of us won’t answer the 
call by going long term, and that 
is actually ok– not all can or 
should fulfill that particular role 
in missions. Some of us can fulfill 
the role of supporters by being on 
missions boards, pastoral care teams 
and caring for individual missionaries. 
But for every person that does go 
long-term, there needs to be a 
host of senders and this is where 
anyone and everyone should be in-
volved. Throughout the scriptures 
God makes the link between man’s 
heart and his pocketbook clear as 
Amy Carmichael once said, “You can 
give without loving, but you cannot 
love without giving.” 
   Most Christians do not realize 
the mission opportunities that lay be-
fore them simply through their giv-
ing. Paul understood this principle 
very well though as he wrote to 
the church of Philippi. “Nevertheless, 
you have done well to share with  

“The Christian is 
not obedient un

-

less he is doing 
all in his power

 to 

send the Gospel
 to the heathen

 

world.”  

- A.B. Simpson, Th
eologian 

me in my affliction. You yourselves 
also know, Philippians, that at the 
first preaching of the gospel, af-
ter I left Macedonia, no church 
shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving but you alone;   
for even in Thessalonica you sent a 
gift more than once for my needs. 
Not that I seek the gift itself, but 
I seek for the profit which in-
creases to your account. –Php 4:14-17 
   But giving financially to missions 
isn’t the only way in which believ-
ers are called to be involved. 
World missions is not restricted to 
overseas– every believer has their 
own mission field at home as well. 
Therefore missions is a Christian 
lifestyle, not a Christian occupation 
and the whole body is called to do 
their part. Jesus said in Acts 1:8 that 
we will be His witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, Judea, Samaria and the ends 
of the earth, not or. We are all 
called to multiple fronts, it is only 
our roles that differ. 
   As more and more individuals in 
the church support missions, the cor-
porate body will shift into ful-
filling its role as well, but it 
starts with the hearts of individual 
people, not the corporate agenda 
of a local church or pastor. The 
change starts with you as you re-
spond to the holy calling God has 
placed on your life as His disciple. 

The Role of the Individual 
What is Missions? 
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How to Get Involved 

   1. Go. There are literally thou-
sands of opportunities for you to 
serve somewhere in world missions. 
Youth With A Mission alone offers 
hundreds of training courses every 
year with long term and short 
term ministry opportunities all 
around the globe. No matter what 
your experience, age or skill set, 
there is a place where God can 
use you in the field. 
   2. Support. Befriend a missionary! 
Get involved in their life, pray for 
them and encourage them. The num-
ber one cause of missionaries leav-
ing the field is not finances– it’s 
feeling isolated and alone. If you 
don’t know any missionaries, ask your 
church to be involved on the mis-
sions board. If your church doesn’t 
have a missions board, create one!  
   3. Send. The number two reason 
people leave the mission field is fi-
nances. With only 0.02% of Christians 
on the field, it shouldn’t be diffi-
cult for the other 99.98% to provide 
for them amply! I have heard of 
wealthy TV evangelists and even 
pastors, but I have never heard of 
a missionary who wasn’t struggling 
financially– often below the pov-
erty line. You could literally be 
the answer to a missionary’s prayer. 
You could make the difference be-
tween a missionary staying on the 
field or having to return home. 

“What's your dre
am and to what

 

corner of the 
missions world w

ill 

it take you?”  

- Eleanor Roat, 
Missions Mobilizer

 

   1. Go. Plan a short term trip with 
your local church. This is not an ac-
tivity reserved solely for youth 
groups– adults benefit from it just 
as much! Short term trips are also 
more than just work projects– con-
tact the missionaries you or your 
church supports and ask them how 
you can come partner with and 
bless them. Enjoy the plug-and-play 
benefits of that relationship as 
they have toiled and set up the 
ministry opportunities for you. Make 
your number one priority to encour-
age and bless the long term work-
ers there and everyone benefits. 
   2. Support. Mission boards should 
be a blessing to missionaries, not a 
curse. Explore ways in which your 
church can corporately support and 
encourage those who are on the 
field. Be creative! 
   3. Send. Encourage your church 
to send missionaries. If the church 
asks its members to give tithes, it’s 
only fair to ask the church to do 
the same. It’s disgraceful that a 
church can have a building fund but 
not a missionary fund. When times 
are tough, encourage your church 
to trim the fat in other areas, but 
to maintain or even increase its 
mission support. 
   4. Do not ask your church to do 
anything that you yourself are not 
willing to do. 

Individual Opportunities Corporate Opportunities 
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Want More Info? 

   We love being able to serve on 
the field, but we also feel called 
to encourage others to follow. If 
you have any questions or would like 
more information on missions, train-
ing, supporting or any other aspect, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
us. Until then, may God continue to 
bless the work of your hands for 
the benefit of His kingdom and His 
name’s sake. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joshua & Stacy Stateham 
Youth With A Mission Las Vegas 
PO Box 36606 
Las Vegas, NV 89133-6606 
 
joshuas@ywamlasvegas.org 
stacys@ywamlasvegas.org 

“He who asks is a
 fool for five 

minutes, He who 
does not ask re

-

mains a fool for
ever.”  

- Chinese Prover
b 

"God cannot lea
d you on the ba

sis 

of facts that y
ou do not know."

   

- David Bryant, 
minister 

"If ten men are carrying a log – nine 
of them on the little end and one at 
the heavy end – and you want to help, 
which end will you lift on?"  
- William Borden, as he reflected on 
the number of workers in the U.S. com-
pared to those overseas 
 
“Tell the students to give up their 
small ambitions and come eastward 
to preach the gospel of Christ.” 
- Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia 
 
“The command has been to 'go,' but 
we have stayed – in body, gifts, 
prayer and influence. He has asked 
us to be witnesses unto the utter-
most parts of the earth ... but 99% 
of Christians have kept puttering 
around in the homeland."  
- Robert Savage, Lat American Mission 
 
"The best remedy for a sick church 
is to put it on a missionary diet.”  
- Unknown 




